ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN
The hostility which a parent may harbour towards his
child or children from the causes we have been considering
will, under happy conditions of individual and family develop-
ment, tend naturally to diminish as time passes and permits of
adjustment to the new circumstances occasioned by the exis-
tence of the children. More especially of course, the feelings of
hatred and jealousy, which may originally have been aroused,
will usually be overcome, or at least adequately held in check,
by the feelings of parental love which are brought into play
by contact with the child and by the process of providing for
its needs. Even in the most devoted parents there usually
remains however some remnant of jealousy or resentment that
lurks in the Unconscious and can be detected by the process
of Psycho-Analysis. This is especially the case as regards the
relations of parents to the children of their own sex, where the
motive of jealousy is liable to be added to the other motives
that arise as a result of the sacrifices that have to be incurred
by the parent In general however it may be safely asserted
that in no case does the very real antagonism that exists be-
tween the activities and enjoyments of the father and mother as
individuals and as parents respectively fail to manifest itself in
some degree of mental conflict, and that in no case are the
hostile feelings against the children that result from this anta-
gonism entirely abolished from the mind.
As time proceeds and children grow up, two new factors
of great importance are liable to be added to those that
determine the attitude of parents towards their children,
although in many cases one or both of these factors may have
been present in germinal form from the beginning. Both factors
are connected with the biological truth that in the history
of the race the child is the natural successor and substitute
of the parent; but while having this much in common, they
differ markedly in their psychological and social nature
and effects, one factor tending to produce envy and hatred
towards the children, the other love, pride and joy in their
success.
mother—we may mention the strong objection that was originally taken to
the use of anaesthetics in midwifery, on the ground that the suffering of
pain in childbirth was a just punishment for sin and that it was therefore
ethically undesirable to seek to do away with or abate this pain.
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